
An event 
to celebrate
Women �n Tech
& Sc�ences.

Date: 20th September

T�me:  10:30AM-2:30PM

Locat�on: Durham Un�vers�ty, Phys�cs,
Odgen Centre West, Durham, DH1 3LE. 
Ground floor, OCW017

Th�s event �s supported by EDI and IAA



In Span�sh, ‘ESTRELLAS’ means stars and
‘ELLAS’ �s the female, plural form for the
pronoun “they”. W�th th�s name Durham
Un�vers�ty and the Centre for Advanced
Instrumentat�on (CfAI) would l�ke to
organ�se an event to celebrate Women �n
Tech and Sc�ences and address the
challenges that female profess�onals �n
these f�elds have faced dur�ng the�r
careers, as well as the�r �mportant
contr�but�on.
L�ke the stars, wh�ch can be found grouped
�n constellat�ons, we would l�ke to
strengthen collaborat�ons and network�ng.
Th�s event �s open to everybody �nterested
�n Technology and Sc�ences w�th an
emphas�s �n the contr�but�on made by
women �n th�s f�eld. 

Tell your story, �t
m�ght �nsp�re and
support others.

Ident�fy�ng Opportun�t�es for Women �n Tech & Sc�ences
Cha�red by Meryem Dag, CfAI PhD student

10:40 - 10:55 AM: Johanna Wa�te: “TechUPWomen – Empower�ng the Underserved”
10:55 - 11:10 AM: Cyr�elle Op�tom: “My journey �n astronomy: embrac�ng opportun�t�es and g�v�ng back”
11:10 - 11:30 AM: Andrea González Montoro: “PET �mag�ng: Where we are and where we go”

The Path Towards Tech and Sc�ences
Cha�red by Kathryn Barrett, CfAI PhD student and CfAI EDI representat�ve

11:30 - 11:55 AM: Emma Meehan: “An Extraord�nary Journey”
11:55 - 12:15 PM: N�k�ta Ch�u: “SPACE-Gov: Towards a More Inclus�ve Space Future”

Celebrat�ng Women who Support Women �n Tech and Sc�ences
Presented by Ar�adna Calc�nes Rosar�o, CfAI Head of Opt�cal Des�gn (12:15 - 12:25 PM)

Lunch Break (12:30 - 1:30 PM)

Panel - Work�ng Together Towards Gender Equal�ty (1:30 - 2:15PM)
Cha�red by Anna McLeod,  CEA/ICC Assoc�ate Professor and co-d�rector of the Phys�cs EDI comm�ttee 

Paula Chadw�ck - Head of the Phys�cs Department
Sharon Grant - D�rector of the North East Inst�tute of Technology
Andrea González Montoro - Pres�dent of MdC, Women of Sc�ences Spa�n
K�eran O’Br�en - Head of CfAI
Alasta�r Edge - Head of Astronomy
Carlton Baugh - ICC Deputy D�rector and D�rector of Research

Closure and F�nal Remarks
By L�zz�e Ranson, IAA Impact Programme Manager   (2:15 - 2:30 PM)

Block 1

Block 2: 

Block 3:

Block 4: 

Welcome  (10:30 - 10:40 AM)



Johanna �s a h�ghly organ�sed and �nnovat�ve Programme
Manager w�th over a decade of exper�ence successfully
del�ver�ng projects across the eng�neer�ng, energy and nuclear,
her�tage, char�ty, h�gher educat�on and tech sectors. Johanna
has a pass�on for non-prof�t and commun�ty projects and has
managed the mult�-award w�nn�ng TechUP �n�t�at�ve, based at
Durham Un�vers�ty, s�nce �ts �ncept�on w�th the TechUPWomen
programme. Tra�n�ng 100 women from m�nor�ty groups from
the North and M�dlands �nto tech careers, TechUPWomen
helps to address both the gender �mbalance and sk�lls gap �n
the sector wh�lst also empower�ng and support�ng women to
ach�eve the�r goals and unlock�ng untapped expert�se for
�ndustry partners. In �ts p�lot year TechUPWomen ach�eved
some amaz�ng results �nclud�ng a 96% retent�on rate, 64%
graduat�on rate and over 50% of learners real�s�ng the�r
dreams w�th new jobs, promot�ons or further educat�on �n a
tech subject w�th�n 18 months. Under Johanna's care and
d�rect�on TechUP has grown from th�s success and now
boasts a portfol�o of projects �nclud�ng two Sk�lls Bootcamps,
three D�g�tal Sk�lls courses reach�ng over 8,500 learners
nat�onw�de and most recently del�ver�ng three �ntakes of the
Cl�ck Start by TechUPWomen programme over two years. 
Johanna also volunteers w�th the Nat�onal Ch�ldb�rth Trust
runn�ng the Durham branch and coord�nat�ng fundra�s�ng
events across the county to support local parents and parents
to be. 

Johanna Wa�te Cyr�elle Op�tom 

Dr Cyr�elle Op�tom obta�ned her PhD �n Astronomy at
the Un�vers�té de L�ège �n Belg�um �n 2016 and then
moved to Ch�le as a fellow at the European Southern
Observatory (ESO), where she worked at Paranal
observatory for 3 years. She jo�ned the Un�vers�ty of
Ed�nburgh �n 2019 and �s currently a chancellor’s
fellow. She stud�es small bod�es of the solar system
and �n part�cular comets. Her research focuses on
both us�ng and help�ng to develop the latest
astronom�cal �nstrumentat�on, to �nvest�gate the
compos�t�on of comets and understand what �t can
teach us about the h�story of the solar system.
Cyr�elle �s also �nvolved �n projects a�m�ng at
develop�ng astronomy �n Afr�ca and �s �nterested �n
sc�ence pol�cy.

Andrea González Montoro
Dr. González-Montoro works on the study and
�mprovement of the �nstrumentat�on assoc�ated to
Pos�tron Em�ss�on Tomography (PET) detector blocks
at the Inst�tute for Instrumentat�on �n Molecular
Imag�ng (�3M, CSIC-UPV) �n Valenc�a, Spa�n. Her
current research focusses on �mplement�ng h�gh
eff�c�ency TOF-PET detector blocks for total-body
PET �mag�ng that w�ll make a qual�tat�ve leap �n the
sens�t�v�ty of PET scanners.
 In parallel to her research, she �s comprom�ssed w�th
suport�ng the role of women �n STEM. She �s co-
funder and pres�dent of ´Mujeres de C�enc�a  ́ a
Span�sh assoc�at�on deboted to promote and support
the carrer of Women �n STEM and to prov�de
gu�dadance to young female researchers.

 



Emma Meehan 

Emma’s journey at Boulby Underground Laboratory
began nearly 15 years ago when she jo�ned as a
part-t�me cleaner, seek�ng a stable �ncome to
complement her work as a self-employed horse r�d�ng
�nstructor. Drawn by the lab's fasc�nat�ng
env�ronment, Emma's cur�os�ty led her to pursue
further educat�on and tra�n�ng alongs�de her job.
She trans�t�oned from a cleaner to a laboratory
techn�c�an and then to a sen�or sc�ence techn�c�an,
where she played a p�votal role �n develop�ng and
operat�ng the BUGS lab, a world-class assay fac�l�ty
that prov�des mater�al screen�ng for part�cle phys�cs
detectors used globally.
Today, as the Fac�l�t�es and Operat�ons Manager,
Emma �s part of the leadersh�p team, oversee�ng the
lab’s da�ly operat�ons. She cont�nues her growth by
focus�ng on leadersh�p development, understand�ng
the �mportance of Equal�ty, D�vers�ty, and Inclus�on,
and foster�ng a pos�t�ve and �nnovat�ve workplace
culture.

N�k�ta Chau

Dr N�k�ta Ch�u �s Assoc�ate Professor �n Space
Innovat�on and Technology Governance at Durham
Un�vers�ty. In 2019, she was named Ad Astra
D�st�ngu�shed Fellow �n Robot�c and Outer Space
Governance by the Space Eng�neer�ng Research
Center at USC. Prev�ously, she served as Sen�or
Lecturer �n Innovat�on Pol�cy at the Un�vers�ty of
Exeter. She was also the Research Fellow �n
Robot�cs and Outer Space Technolog�es at the
Department of Pol�t�cs and Internat�onal Relat�ons at
the Un�vers�ty of Oxford, and �s a former Research
Aff�l�ate at the Centre for the Study of Ex�stent�al R�sk
at the Un�vers�ty of Cambr�dge. An Internat�onal
Relat�ons scholar by tra�n�ng, Dr. Ch�u taught Fore�gn
Pol�cy and Global Governance f�rst �n Hong Kong,
then �n Tall�nn and the UK. Pr�or to her career �n
Technology Governance, she read Technology Pol�cy
at St Edmund’s College at the Un�vers�ty of
Cambr�dge, and ga�ned her PhD from the Graduate
Inst�tute of Internat�onal Stud�es �n Geneva. 

Paula Chadw�ck

Paula Chadw�ck was appo�nted to a lecturesh�p �n
Durham �n 1989, hav�ng completed her PhD �n
Durham �n 1987. Her area of research �s
astropart�cle phys�cs, spec�f�cally gamma-ray
astronomy, and she �s �nvolved �n bu�ld�ng the
Cherenkov Telescope Array Observatory and the
Southern W�de-f�eld Gamma-ray Observatory. She
�s �nterested �n all sorts of h�gh-energy em�tt�ng
objects, part�cularly act�ve galact�c nucle�, and �n the
fundamental phys�cs that can be revealed us�ng
gamma-rays, �nclud�ng poss�ble ax�on(l�ke) part�cles.
She �s now Head of Phys�cs �n Durham and s�ts on
far too many comm�ttees.



W�th over 19 years of exper�ence �n educat�on and tra�n�ng, �nclud�ng 17
years at Durham H�gh School, I began my teach�ng career as a newly
qual�f�ed Chem�stry teacher and became Head of Sc�ence and
Chem�stry. My pass�on for promot�ng women �n STEM has been a
central focus throughout my career. Dur�ng th�s t�me, I worked to ra�se
the prof�le of women �n STEM, advocat�ng for opportun�t�es for young
women across var�ous sectors and helped to develop a p�pel�ne of
conf�dent, competent sc�ent�sts. Bu�ld�ng networks and establ�sh�ng
relat�onsh�ps w�th academ�c and commerc�al �nst�tut�ons was cruc�al for
�nsp�r�ng and ra�s�ng students' asp�rat�ons. Personally, Teach�ng and
Learn�ng was fundamental to mot�vat�ng the learners, wh�ch eventually
led me to take the role of Cha�r of the Teach�ng and Learn�ng
Comm�ttee.
My current role D�rector of North East Inst�tute of Technology (NEIoT)
really appeals to me as �t al�gns perfectly w�th two of my greatest
�nterests: the promot�on of STEM and enhanc�ng awareness of the
routes and roles across d�fferent sectors. It �s such an exc�t�ng t�me for
the North East as a reg�on w�th s�gn�f�cant advancements �n STEM, and
through effect�ve collaborat�on between the NEIoT educat�on partners
and local bus�nesses, we are creat�ng a talent p�pel�ne that �s
�ncreas�ngly work ready. D�vers�ty and �nclus�on are central to my dr�ve,
and I rema�n comm�tted to address�ng the under-representat�on of
women �n Advanced Manufactur�ng & Eng�neer�ng, D�g�tal, and
Construct�on & Bu�lt Env�ronment.

Sharon Grant
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