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Introduction

The College of St Hild & St Bede has an historic connection to the Church of England through its foundation as two Colleges in the nineteenth century for the training of teachers. The College continues that relationship through the Postgraduate Scholarships in Theology and Religion which are underwritten by funding secured by the College from the Hild Bede Trust. These scholarships are open to postgraduate students with great ability and promise. This is determined jointly with the University Department of Theology and Religion. The scholarships are open to student studying in any area of theology of religion and members of any College subject to the condition that they agree to transfer to Hild Bede for the period of the scholarship. 
The scholarships are offered on an annual basis and for one year although applicants who are registered for study over a longer period may re-apply annually throughout that period. The scholarship fund makes available £2000 per year and may one, two or no awards. Awards will be up to £1000 per applicant per year.
Eligibility

Applications are welcomed from both: 
1) registered postgraduates in the Department of Theology and Religion who are also members of the College of St Hild and St Bede; 
2) Registered postgraduates who agree, as condition of acceptance of the scholarship, to transfer College membership to Hild Bede;

3) Applicants may either hold an offer of a place for postgraduate study in the Department of Theology and Religion to start in September/October 2025 or already be enrolled in study in the Department. 
4) Awards will be made with regard the following: 
a. The research statement considering the quality, coherence, significance and clarity of the description of the study or programme of study proposed;
b. The value to our College community and its members of the activities proposed in the statement of intended contribution to Hild Bede;
c. Attention to financial need and the extent to which the scholarship enables an applicant to study at all or with less concern about their financial circumstances

5) Students who are in receipt of a full scholarship (fees and living costs) from any source will not be eligible.
Assessment of applications

Applications for this scholarship will be assessed by the Principal of the College of St Hild & St Bede and the Chair of the Department Scholarships Committee, their nominees and/or other committee members. Applications will be assessed for academic quality and the case for support including financial need.

Timelines and submission information
· The Scholarship opens for applications for 2024-25 on Monday 5th August
· Applicants must be submitted by 5pm on Friday 5th September
· Award(s) will be announced in September
· Submissions should be made to Professor Simon Forrest at simon.forrest@durham.ac.uk and copied to hildbede.admin@durham.ac.uk

Application Form
APPLICANT DETAILS (Please complete in full)
SURNAME  ...............................................  FORENAME(S)  .....................................………............
COLLEGE  ......................................................................................................................................

EMAIL ...........................................................................................................................................
BANNER ID (this can be found on your formal offer letter)  ........................................................
HOME  ADDRESS (for correspondence)  ........................................................................……........
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
___________________________________________________________________________
Programme:

If research please state area of study/thesis title:

Programme start date:

Expected date of completion of studies:
Mode of study:  full-time / part-time:
___________________________________________________________________________

Please provide details of your proposed project in not more than 750 words.
___________________________________________________________________________

Please provide details of previous degrees including classification or overall final grades (for results still pending please let us know the due date):
___________________________________________________________________________

Please tell us why you believe that you would be a good candidate for these awards and how you could contribute as a member of the College of St Hild and St Bede.   (This should be no more than 500 words.)
___________________________________________________________________________
If you are applying for any other postgraduate funding please provide details here, together with dates of the expected results:
___________________________________________________________________________
If you are in particular financial hardship please provide a brief account of your circumstances below. This information will remain confidential to the awarding committee.

___________________________________________________________________________
I confirm that I am willing to submit a short report on my research and how my award has helped me for consideration by the Hild Bede Trust and possible inclusion in one of the College's publications or in marketing materials.
Date:  .............................................   Signature of Applicant:  ................................................

This form must be completed and returned by Friday 5th September 2025 to Prof Simon Forrest, Principal, College of St Hild and St Bede, Leazes Road, Durham. Simon.forrest@durham.ac.uk and copied to hildbede.admin@durham.ac.uk
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
Applicant to be awarded yes/no    [if ‘yes’ please enter amount]

Signed:  





Signed:

Professor Simon Forrest, Principal, 


Chair of Scholarships Committee

College of St Hild and St Bede


Department of Theology and Religion

Date:






Date:

Comments/Notes:
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