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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

This booklet has been produced following ‘Bodies of Evidence: How science unearthed Durham’s dark secret’, an
exhibition based at Palace Green Library. The exhibition focused on the discovery, excavation and analysis of 28
skeletons beneath what is now The Courtyard Café at Palace Green Library. Following detailed research on the
human remains and archival sources from the era, it was established that the skeletons belonged to some of the
Scottish prisoners of war captured at the 1650 Battle of Dunbar. Some of these prisoners had been held in Durham
Cathedral, including this group. For more information on the discovery and analysis, see https://www.dur.ac.uk/

archaeology/research/projects/europe/pg-skeletons/.

This booklet will use the archival resources of Durham University Library to reveal more about three key areas
surrounding this battle and the wider English Civil War:

o The Battle of Dunbar and its impact on Scotland
o Oliver Cromwell’s reputation
o The impact of the English Civil War on North East England

The archival resources will be accompanied by some background information and questions to provoke thought
and discussion amongst students tackling this period of history, and to encourage deeper reading and analysis of
the texts. By doing this, they will be acting as historians themselves, reading and interpreting the original sources
and coming to their own conclusions.

About the author

Paddy Holland works as a Learning Assistant as part of
Durham University’s Library and Heritage Collections
Learning Team. He works across a number of
University sites including Palace Green Library Special
Collections and Archive, the Oriental Museum, Botanic
Gardens, Durham Castle, Museum of Archaeology and
the World Heritage Site Visitor Centre. He completed
an MA in Museum Studies in 2012 and continues to
teach both children and adults about a wide range of
subjects as part of the Learning Team’s formal and
informal learning programmes. He has also worked in

schools across the North East and beyond delivering
outreach sessions based on the University’s collections.


https://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/europe/pg-skeletons/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/europe/pg-skeletons/
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How to use archives

Many of the sources in this pack will have been written at the time of the English Civil War or shortly afterwards, so
may be hard to read. It helps to remember:

S wsAW amBne= S = S
. Some words will be spelt differently to today, for example: i g N e G A
he publickly

r,though

P

‘Publickly’ meaning ‘publicly’

. Some words have fallen out of use, or have changed their
meanings - this example refers to taking control of the bridge.

o What looks like an ‘F" will often be an ‘s’, such as this spelling of

‘Glasgow’...

"w- SARF VY SAAANTNS ARRFANG AVA

. ...and what looks like an ‘I’ is often a ‘y'. thh S‘r ldu‘ M.rley |

o The calendar used in the 17th century was different to today; their new year started on 25th March. So, if a
date is mentioned before 25th March in the original source, you need to add a year. For example, if a source
mentions an event happening on 1st March 1644, on a modern calendar, it would be 1st March 1645.

When reading archival material, it’s best to take your time, sound out the words and read sections out loud - they
will make more sense this way.

While this resource pack has been designed with Key Stage 3 students in mind, it is suitable for other age groups
studying the English Civil War and its wider impacts, and we would encourage users beyond Durham to engage
with the material in this booklet.

All images in this resource are reproduced by permission of Durham University Library and have been made
available for use in an educational setting.




What was the Civil War?

The phrase ‘English Civil War’ is a bit of a misnomer; it wasn’t
just confined to England, and it wasn’t really a single war, but
lots of smaller conflicts, each linked to one another. What’s
more, this period is notorious for involving many different
religious and political groups, shifting allegiances and many
different individuals jockeying for power and influence.

For the sake of simplicity, this booklet will refer to the ‘Civil
War’ as being the period between 1642 - 1651 - that is, from the
opening of hostilities between Charles | and Parliament, to the
last defeat of Royalist forces in mainland Britain. This section
will cover the history of these tumultuous years, as well as an
overview of the Battle of Dunbar and its aftermath.

An age of revolution: The Civil Wars in Scotland & England

The 17th century was an age of revolution. The Civil Wars (or
Wars of the Three Kingdoms) violently disrupted most of the
British Isles.

Civil War broke out in England in August 1642, after a decade-
long power struggle between King Charles | and Parliament over
religious freedom and the rights of the monarch. In the battles et dd Tl AN E R AN e A G e
that followed, proportionately more British lives were lost than K IRIr:1a%))

during the First World War.

Events moved quickly as people chose sides. Towns took up arms against towns, villages fought villages, and
families became divided. In January 1649, the King was executed in front of a large crowd having been found guilty
by Parliament of treason against his own people.

Oliver Cromwell

Out of the confusion, Oliver Cromwell emerged as Lord Protector of England, Scotland and Ireland. A brilliant but
merciless soldier, Cromwell’s military genius contributed greatly to the defeat of the Royalist army (see Section 2 -
Oliver Cromwell’s Reputation for more on this controversial figure).

In the summer of 1650, Cromwell crossed the border into Scotland in order to pre-empt any threatened invasion of
England. The Scots supported the claims of the future Charles Il to the united thrones of Scotland, England and
Ireland. This was on the condition that he signed and upheld the National Covenant in Scotland and would support
Presbyterianism as the official religion in England, should he come to power.



WHAT WAS THE CIVIL WAR?

Scotland and Cromwell’s Troops: Allies to Enemies

In 1638, King Charles I’s attempts to impose changes on the Church in Scotland met with fierce opposition. Men
flocked to sign a National Covenant to uphold the Scottish Kirk, but the King refused to give way. In the years that
followed, Covenanting Scots and Parliamentarian English fought together as allies against the Crown.

In England, Cromwell’s Parliamentarians set out to dismantle the authority of the monarch and the Anglican
Church. After Charles | was executed, many in Scotland — where Kirk and Government were closely intertwined —
viewed Cromwell and the English as heretics with no right to execute their king.

With Charles | dead, his son, Charles Il took vows in June 1650 to observe, uphold and defend the practice and
customs of the Church of Scotland. The man who claimed the throne and the right to rule in England was now, to
all intents and purposes, a Covenanter. The Scots and the Crown were now united in opposition to Cromwell.

The Soldiers of the Scottish Army

At the beginning of 1650 the Scottish Army was extremely few in number. Attempts were made to raise a levy of
19,000 troops from the nation’s population. Twelve years of war had taken its toll on men of fighting age in
Scotland. Each county appointed a committee to decide what manpower could feasibly be raised.

In August 1650, General David Leslie was deprived of many of his most experienced commanders and veteran
soldiers in an ideological purge, leaving increased proportions of inexperienced troops. This provoked one
frustrated Scottish colonel to call it an army of ‘nothing but useless clerks and ministers sons who have never seen a
sword, much the less used one’. Although the Scottish army was greater in number, Cromwell’s army was
composed of well-disciplined veterans.

3" September 1650 - One day that changed their lives: The Battle of Dunbar
The Scottish and Parliamentary forces played a game of cat and mouse south of Edinburgh. The Scots operated a
scorched earth policy, preventing the English troops from living off the land. Cromwell pulled back to Dunbar where
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he was using the harbour as a supply base.

The pursuing Scots Army under General Leslie was greater in
number, but those who took to the battlefield were not of prime
fighting age. Depleted by 12 years of fighting, there were many
new recruits in the Scottish ranks. Untested as soldiers, conscripts
were drawn from families from the Lowlands, Central Scotland
and Aberdeenshire who had suffered terrible and repeated
famine over generations. These were ‘lads recruited fresh from
the fields’, called out from workshops and weaving sheds, towns,
farms, crofts and fishing villages. By contrast, Cromwell’s New
Model Army was composed of experienced, well-disciplined
veterans.

The resulting battle was brutal and over within an hour;
Cromwell’s superior troops and tactics won the day.

The Long March to Durham

The Scottish soldiers taken prisoner were ordered to march south,
with the exception of the injured and sick, who were released.
Already starving, the prisoners received no food on the first stage
of their march, and little after that. Malnutrition, illness, and
infection spread under these conditions. Some prisoners escaped.
At least 30 men were shot for refusing to continue without food.

Accommodation for the prisoners was poor. At Alnwick Castle, the
prisoners were penned in the middle bailey. At Morpeth, the
castle was no longer fit to hold them and prisoners were corralled

The Battle of Dunbar: the numbers

Cromwell reported that there were double the
numbers of Scots to English:

22,000 Scots (16,000 foot soldiers ‘at least’;
6,000 cavalry)

11,000 English (7,500 foot soldiers, 3,500
cavalry)

He claimed that 3,000 Scottish soldiers were
slain, to the loss of only 20 English casualties.

According to another writer at the time, 9,000
Scots were taken prisoner, with between 3,000
and 5,000 sent to march south.

‘We are put to exceeding trouble... with the
numerousness of our Prisoners; having so few
hands, so many of our men sick...”

Letter from Cromwell to Lord President of the
Council of State, 4™ Sept 1650

‘I pray you let humanity be exercised towards
them: | am persuaded it will be comely’
Letter from Cromwell to Haselrigge 9" Sept
1650.

into a walled garden where they dug up and ate cabbages and roots.

Freezing, hungry, filthy, suffering from dysentery and other infectious diseases, only around 3,000 men eventually

arrived in Durham, where they were housed in the Cathedral — which had been closed for worship under the

Commonwealth government.

The following pages show the route from Berwick-upon-Tweed to Durham, giving an idea of the sheer distance

covered by the prisoners (the route taken starts on the right of the first page, and works from right to left). Both

images are © Durham University, Palace Green Library.

The Long March to Durham - the quotes

DUNBAR

there had ...

messenger sent by Cromwell (September 1650).

[We] ... have taken as near as can be judg’d, ten thousand prisoners, and above ten thousand Arms ... they left all
the guns they had behind them , being in number nine, with all their ammunition, bag and baggage and all they

Excerpt from the official account of the battle, published by the Council of State from the report of an express
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The Long March to Durham - the quotes (continued)
BERWICK

| heard that the Officers who march’d with them to Berwick, were necessitated to kill about 30 fearing the loss of
them all for they fell down in great numbers, and said they were not able to march, and they brought them far in the
Night, to that Doubtless many ran away.

Sir Arthur Haselrigge

ALNWICK

As noe question but your heare of a greate defeate given the Scottes for a testimony whereof ware 6,000 prisoners
lodged within these walls one night betwixt the middle and upper gaite; | hope theire is no feare of Scottes invasion...

Robert Watson, an officer at Alnwick Castle writing to the Earl of Northumberland’s Steward in London (11"
September 1650)

MORPETH

... the Prisoners being put into a large wall’d Garden, they eat up raw cabbages, Leaves and Roots ... which poisoned
their Bodies

Sir Arthur Haselrigge, October 31* 1650

NEWCASTLE

In October 1650 the Newcastle Corporation paid for ‘the cleaning of St Nicholas’s Church where the Scots prisoners
were kept one whole night’; they also paid for coals and candles for the guards at the church and for two tar barrels
to burn ‘naughty’ meat.

‘Naughty’ meat is meat that is not fit for human consumption — old or spoiled.

DURHAM

But in the yeare 1650: this Abbey Church was made a prison for the Scotts and quite defaced within, for ther was to
the number 4,500 which most of them perished and dyed there in a very short space and were thrown into holes by

great numbers together in a most Lamentable manner ...
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John Speed’s map of Durham, 1610. Although drawn up 40 years before the Dunbar prisoners were brought here, it
still gives a good impression of the size and nature of the city when they arrived (© Durham University (Palace Green

Library)).
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The Impact of the Battle in Scotland
Back in Scotland, the defeat at Dunbar was seen as a national disaster.

Across Scotland, spontaneous local voluntary collections of money were made to support the prisoners. Escaped
prisoners trying to make their way home were supported in the areas they passed through. Money and care were
given to injured soldiers released after the battle.

Women whose husbands were missing after the battle were advised not to remarry unless they had clear evidence
of their husbands’ death.

Durham during the Civil Wars

This was not the first time the Scots had been in Durham. In 1640-41, they occupied the whole of north-east
England, returning again between 1644 and 1647 to support the Parliamentarians.

Durham Castle, Cathedral, and clergy faced an uncertain future. The Book of Common Prayer was abolished in
1645, the office of the Bishop was discontinued in 1646 and Deans and Chapters dissolved in 1649.

Durham Castle was sold off and Durham Cathedral graveyard leased for grazing. Across England, cathedrals were
put to different purposes, as prisons, billets for troops, stables, workhouses, storehouses for gunpowder and
ordnance.

In Durham, Cromwell and Parliament proposed the conversion of the cathedral into a northern university. New
College was established between 1656 and 1659, although no students enrolled and the project was closed down
at the Restoration when the clergy returned. It was possibly because of these proposals that the fabric of the
cathedral suffered so little.

Arrival in Durham
Durham at this time was a small town with only 3,000 inhabitants. Overnight, its population doubled.

Inside the cathedral building, conditions were cramped and prisoners probably spilled out into the cloister and
adjoining spaces. Reddening on the surviving stonework in the nave indicates where the prisoners huddled around
burning braziers. Far more serious than the cold was the rapid spread of dysentery, ‘the flux’ as it was called at the
time.

Sick prisoners were led away to the castle where Sir Arthur Haselrigge, the governor at Newcastle, who had been
charged with their care, claimed that they were decently fed and nursed. After a lengthy period of starvation and
duress, the prisoners’ metabolism may not have been able to process food and nutrients, and this may even have
resulted in death. Whatever the truth, around 1,600 prisoners were dead within 50 days.

Burial of the Dead

The dead were buried between Durham Castle and the Cathedral, close to Windy Gap, an ancient footpath that
once led to a small gate in the castle walls. This was the end of the castle’s grounds — out of sight from prying eyes.

Here the graves remained lost for over 350 years, although the story of the Scottish prisoners was passed down
locally over generations and we know from our excavations that the burials must have been seen during earlier
building work on at least three occasions.

12



The Battle of Dunbar and 1ts impact

on Scotland

“The Scottish soldiers imprisoned at Durham were involved in one of the most brutal, bloody and short battles of the
17th Century civil wars.

At first light on September 3, 1650, the better trained and more disciplined English Parliamentarian army, under the
command of Oliver Cromwell, defeated the Royalist-supporting Scottish Covenanting army, led by General David
Leslie, in less than an hour at the Battle of Dunbar on the south-east coast of Scotland.

Contemporary reports suggested anywhere between 300 and 5,000 soldiers were killed. Modern calculations
suggest that an estimated 6,000 Scots were captured with about 1,000 sick and wounded released to go home.

The remaining 4,000-plus undernourished and battle-worn prisoners were marched 100 miles south to Durham, in
North East England, via Newcastle upon Tyne.

En route to England 1,000 men are believed to have died from hunger, exhaustion and gastric problems, probably
dysentery. Others were executed, while some escaped.

Of the remaining 3,000 sent for imprisonment in Durham Cathedral and Castle, it is estimated that 1,700 died and

were buried in the City.

Dr Pam Graves, of Durham University’s Department of Archaeology, compiled the historical report into the
background and aftermath of the Battle of Dunbar.

She said: "Despite claims that prisoners were supplied with bread and milk and given straw to sleep on, the deaths
continued due to illness, starvation and poor sanitation, with many of the sick housed in Durham Castle.

"Cold was a factor and it is commonly believed that to keep warm, prisoners burned woodwork from the Cathedral,
which at the time was not functioning as a place of worship, its Dean and Chapter having been evicted."

It’s not clear how long the surviving prisoners were held, but historical accounts say some were ordered to work in
the salt-pan, linen and coal mining industries or as general labourers in North East England.

It is thought that around 500 were sent to Ireland to serve in the Parliamentarian army with others shipped to
France, Barbados or Virginia. Some of the sick who had survived were forced to drain the Fens in Norfolk.

About 150 prisoners boarded ships for the New England region of America where they were sold for £20 to £30 each
to work in sawmills or ironworks as indentured servants.

They were able to gain their freedom if they saved enough to redeem their sale price or if they worked the full term
of their indenture and a number went on to become successful farmers in Maine.”

Taken from the Scottish Soldiers Project webpage, https://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/europe/
pg-skeletons/history/

This section looks at some accounts of the Battle of Dunbar and its wider impact on Scotland from the archives of
Durham University Library.
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THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE A

England and Wales. Army. A
declaration of the army of
England, upon their march into
Scotland. / Signed in the name,
and by the appointment of His
Excellency the Lord General
Cromwel, and his councel of
officers, London, printed by
Edward Husband and John
Field, 1650. Routh 71.H.5/34

In the run up to the Battle of
Dunbar, both armies worked
hard to discredit each others’
cause—pamphlets like this one
were created with this in mind.
The following source was
written to justify the
Parliamentarian army’s invasion
of Scotland, and how the war
was actually everyone else’s
fault but their own.

Pages 4 and 5

o This source begins by
addressing the people of
Scotland, trying to win them
over to their point of view—
how is this attempted?

. How does the source
justify the execution of Charles
I? What is the main focus of
their argument?

. How does the source
justify denying Charles I’s son
the throne?




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE A

Page 9 (top)

) This extract is reassuring any
' Scottish readers that the Presbyterian

S church would not be attacked by the

Parliamentarian army in Scotland—how
does it do this?

s How does this extract define a
Christian?

e How does this extract explain why
there are many different forms of
Christianity?

. Does this source sound honest?
Would you be trusting the English army, if
you were a Scottish Presbyterian?

Page 15 (bottom)

. How does this text summarise their
argument?

. What is the final sentence trying to
explain?

. How does this text shift the
blame for the current crisis to the
Scottish leadership?




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE B

Ker, A. A short reply unto a
declaration, entituled, The
declaration of the Army of
England, upon their march
into Scotland. Together
with A vindication of the
declaration of the Army of
England upon their march
into Scotland, from the
uncharitable constructions,
odious imputations, and
scandalous aspersions of
the General Assembly of the
Kirk of Scotland, in their
reply thereunto, London,
printed by John Field for
Francis Tyton, August 16.
1650. Routh 65.B.15/18

This source contains the
reply, by the General
Assembly of the Kirk of
Scotland, to the previous
source, as part of a
pamphlet defending the
original Declaration. At this
time, it was normal for
pamphlets to be written
critiquing works by political
opponents. Inturn,
defenders of the original
pamphlet might write a
response of their own, and
as people may not have read
it, they would include their
opponent’s work first.

Pages 3 and 4

° How is Source A
described at the beginning
of this source?

What is the first criticism of Source A?
How is the Parliamentarian army described as acting? |s there any way to say how accurate this is?

...'these things in themselves are precious and much to be desired’. What things are these? How are they
contrasted with the actions of the Parliamentarian army?

16




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE B

. How does this
source refer to their
opponents?

. According to
this source, what was
the real purpose of
Source A? How would
this be achieved by
their opponents?

. Source Ais
warned not todo a
particular thing - what
is it, and why should
they not do it?




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE C

Miller, J. The history of
Dunbar, from the earliest
records to the present
period; with a description
of the ancient castles and
picturesque scenery on
the borders of East
Lothian. Dunbar, printed
and published by James
Downie, 1830. SC 14056

This source was published
in 1830 by a Dunbar
businessman and printer,
James Miller, combining a
number of other sources.
This extract looks at the
Battle of Dunbar itself.

Pages 140 and 141

o How does ‘the
Protector’ (Cromwell)
react to the sight of the
Scottish army moving
towards his own?

. How did the Scottish
and English armies identify
themselves in battle?

. How does the battle
unfold?

o How does the battle
go wrong for the Scottish?

. How does Cromwell
describe the rout of the
Scottish army?

. What were the
casualties for both sides?

Are these figures reliable?
Apart from prisoners, what else did the English army take from the Scottish?

How did Cromwell react to winning this battle? Why did he react in this way?




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE €
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THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE D

Anon. The King of Scotlands negotiations
at Rome, for assistance against the
Common-wealth of England, as also
severall letters of the Chancellour of
Scotland to the King since his coming into
Scotland, taken in his cabinet at the late
fight neer Dunbar ... Edinburgh : printed
by Evan Tyler, 1650. Routh 16.G.46/5

The propaganda war continues with this
pamphlet, supposedly based on letters
recovered from the battlefield at Dunbar.
Many people already suspected both
Charles | and Charles Il of being secretly
Catholic, so pamphlets like this would
only feed into such prejudices. Init,
Charles Il seeks help from the Pope to
defeat Parliamentarian forces and impose
Catholicism on Britain.

Pages 2, 3 and 5 begin here with news of
Charles Il at Rome, attempting to secure
support for his cause

o What are the propositions

~ apparently put forward by Charles II?

. What does it mean by ‘settle

Poperie’?

. Why have the letters been printed,

according to the pamphlet?

. How are the king’s supporters

~ referred to?

e How is Charles II's honesty

~ questioned?




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE E

What supplies and equipment has the army taken?

Anon. A great victory God
hath vouchsafed by the
Lord Generall Cromwels
forces against the Scots.
Certifyed by several letters
from Scotland. Relating the
entring of part of the
English army into Fife. 2000
of the Scots slaine. With a
list of the particulars of the
great and glorious successe
therein. And the taking of
Callender house by storme.
Together with a letter from
the Lord Generall to ...
William Lenthal Speaker of
the Parliament. London :
printed for Robert

Ibbitson ..., 1651. Routh
63T.13/8

Pampbhlets like this spread
the news of campaigning
armies far throughout
Britain and beyond, though
obviously with a strong bias
towards one side or the
other. This example
demonstrates the fighting
that continued after the
Battle of Dunbar, and shows
that Scotland was not going
to give up without a fight.

Pages 1 and 2

. In the first letter, why
can’t the army attack their
enemy (the Scottish)?

What types of soldiers does the army use? What sort of equipment would they use?

Has the army experienced any setbacks? What happened?
What sort of building was Callander House?

How did Cromwell’s forces take control of it?

21




THE BATTLE OF DUNBAR: SOURCE E

N
N

o How many of
Cromwell’s men were killed
or wounded?

o What happened to
the defenders of the house?
Why do you think they were
treated in that way?

. How are the Scottish
described?

o The evening after
taking Callander House,
Cromwell’s forces launch
another attack - how does it
unfold?

o What do Cromwell’s
troops seize from the
Scottish?

o Scottish troops
continued to hold the strong
point on the island of
Enisgarvy - what would
make them surrender?
What would be the result of
this?

o Why do some people
at Glasgow welcome the
invading English army?



OLIVER CROMWELL’S REPUTATION

Oliver Cromwell’s Reputation

Oliver Cromwell (1599 - 1658) remains both a fascinating and an
intensely controversial figure in British history. Born the son of a
middle class landowner, he died the most powerful man in
England, having risen to the rank of Lord Protector by 1653, and
ruling effectively as a king - naming his successor, knighting his
supporters, and dissolving Parliament whenever he wished.

So how did Cromwell climb so high?

Thanks to family connections, he was elected to Parliament in
1628 and 1640, where he quickly established himself as an
opponent to Charles |. At the same time, his views became more
and more puritan following a period of illness.

When the first part of the Civil Wars broke out in August 1642,
Cromwell quickly showed himself to be a skilled commander.
Within a year, he had notched up a series of victories. InJanuary ¢
1644, and June 1645, at the battles of Marston Moor and Naseby,
he effectively decided the outcome of the battle with skilled use
of his cavalry troops.

However, he was not always popular with his fellow officers. His

puritan views meant that he only recruited sufficiently devout

men into his forces. He also helped to pass an Act that banned
(R A

most members of Parliament from holding positions in the army, i

ot L Ly T
with himself and fellow supporters exempt. OLIVER CR OMWELL #

This separation of the army and Parliament soon caused friction, Lord Protector ( the Common-Wealth f
tia

; Emgla&.a Scotland 2z Ireland. 34

as soldiers began to see their pay delayed repeatedly. Cromwell g
Portrait of Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector (©

attempted to support both sides, but soon lost patience with

Durham University (Palace Green Library))

some MPs, who he saw as risking another civil war—in August
1647, he forcibly expelled 11 of them from Parliament.

He also tried to compromise with Charles |, by now a defeated prisoner. He wanted to keep Charles as king, but
with reduced powers and greater religious toleration (for suitably Protestant and puritan groups). However,
Charles refused to compromise, and secretly stirred up further Royalist uprisings in 1648. Cromwell swiftly crushed
the king’s supporters, and now lost patience in turn with the king, supporting his trial and execution.

However, Royalist support continued in Ireland and Scotland. In 1649-50, Cromwell invaded Ireland, securing large
areas for the Commonwealth but also presiding over the notorious massacres at Drogheda and Wexford. To this
day, Cromwell's name is widely reviled in Ireland.

Returning to England, Cromwell was made commander-in-chief of Parliament’s forces in time to lead an invasion of
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Oliver Cromwell’s Reputation

Scotland, culminating in a major victory at the Battle of Dunbar on September 1650 (see previous section). Charles
I’s son, now crowned in Scotland as Charles Il, then led an invasion of England but was defeated by Cromwell at
Worcester in September 1651, finishing off Royalist support for good until after Cromwell’s death.

What followed was years of political manoeuvring, as the army and Parliament both jockeyed for power, before
finally Cromwell was made Lord Protector in December 1653, reigning as king in all but name until his death in
September 1658.

Cromwell’s son, Richard was then made Lord Protector, but he struggled to maintain the same grip on power as his
father had. In the political chaos that followed, Charles Il was able to secure enough support to return in triumph
and be crowned king in 1660, ending the Commonwealth period.

The fate of Cromwell’s body shows the level of hatred reserved for him by his opponents. Cromwell’s body was
dug up and hanged at Tyburn on 30th January 1661, before being decapitated. The body was thrown into pit, but
the head was displayed on a spike for many years afterwards.

This section will look at sources which not only explained to contemporary audiences what events were unfolding,
but also people’s opinions of Cromwell. As such, much of the following examples are strongly anti-Cromwell in

nature, as they were written during the reign of Charles Il.
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Anon. The subjects sorrow: or,
Lamentations upon the death of
Britaines losiah, King Charles, most
unjustly and cruelly put to death by his

The F rontlf [piece openecL
O“e wlvere l{kCharls @ Monarch. /

owne people, before his royall palace
White-Hall, lanuary the 30. 1648.
Expressed in a sermon upon Lam. 4. 20.
Wherin the divine and royall
prerogatives, personall virtues, and
theologicall graces of his late Majesty
are briefly delivered: and that His
Majesty was taken away in God’s
mercy unto Himselfe, and for the
certaine punishment of these
kingdoms, from the parallel is clearly
proved. London : printed in the year
1649. Routh 63T.12/12

This pamphlet presents the text from a
sermon given by a priest called Robert

Brown, given not long after the

execution of Charles |. Added to this is

i ’/" N R E :
[W N \ \ an engraving featuring the dead king

and a short poem at the start of the
pamphlet.

Frontispiece

o There is a clear pro-Royalist bias
in this source - how does this present
itself in this poem?

o Who is King Charles | compared
to?
o Looking at the poem and the

image, what is happening to his crown
and sceptre? Does he appear willing to
surrender these symbols of royalty?

. What kind of narrative has been

# created using just this poem and image?
How different do you think this would
be from the reality?

o What is implied about the people
i who carried out Charles I's execution?
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Pages 24 and 25

. How is Charles | compared to Cromwell
and his supporters? How are the two sides
described and presented?

. According to this source, how does
Cromwell and his supporters justify Charles
I’'s execution?

. According to the source, what is due to
happen following Charles I's death?

. Charles | was refused a royal funeral or
a burial at London, but was buried away from
the public at Windsor Castle. Why was this,
according to the source?

. What does this source suggest may
have happened if Charles | was buried at
London?




CROMWELL’S REPUTATION: SOURCE G

Anon. Some farther intelligence
of the affairs of England. The
death of the renowned Oliver
Lord Protector of England,
Scotland and Ireland. With an
exact relation of how Somerset
-House was prepared for his
effigies. The proclaiming
according to the humble
petition of advice, the Lord
Richard, eldest son of his late
Highness, Protector of England,
Scotland, and Ireland...

London : printed by M. S. for
Tho: Jenner ..., 1659. Cosin
L.4.43/1

This pamphlet sets out
information from England, with
the biggest issue being Oliver
Cromwell’s death on 3rd
September 1658, and his
replacement as Lord Protector
by his son Richard. This source
provides a more positive view
of Cromwell, as it was written
before Charles Il was crowned
the following year - after that,
most material on Cromwell is
fiercely critical of him.

Page 1

. How is Oliver Cromwell
described?

. Considering that he has
Charles | executed and helps to establish a republic in England, what do you think about the way Cromwell is
addressed here?

. How is Cromwell’s death described? Does it sound particularly accurate? Why has his death been written
about in this way? Note - an ‘ague’ is similar to malaria, causing shivering and fevers.

. What are Cromwell’s achievements?

. Compare the way Cromwell is described in religious terms, with the way Charles | is similarly described in
Source F. What are the differences and similarities?
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Engraving of Cromwell lying
in state after his death

. Above the image of
Cromwell lying in state is a
brief obituary - what are his
main achievements? Why
are those particular
achievements singled out?

. Why do you think the
execution of Charles | isn’t
mentioned here?

. Compare this image
with the engraving of Charles
| from Source F. What are the
similarities and differences?
What kind of message is
conveyed by these images?
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Heath, J. Flagellum: or, The life and death,
birth and burial of O. Cromwell the late
usurper: faithfully described. With an
exact account of his policies and
successes: not heretofore published or
discovered. London : printed by W.G. for
Randall Taylor ..., 1665. Routh 49.H.22

This book was published well into the reign
of Charles Il, at a time when criticising
Cromwell would have been widely
encouraged, and aims to present a
biography of the former Lord Protector.

Preface (left top)

. What was different in Cromwell’s
‘tyranny’ compared to previous rulers?

. How are Cromwell and his
supporters referred to?

. The author uses religious language
to describe Cromwell’s ascent to
power - why do you think this is?

Page 5 (left bottom)

o How does this passage
describe Cromwell’s behaviour as a
child?

o How seriously did Cromwell
take his studies, according to this
source?

. What crime was he also
apparently guilty of as a child? How
seriously does the author take this
accusation?

. How is his behaviour as a child
linked to his later actions in
becoming Lord Protector?




- Page 86

CROMWELL’S REPUTATION: SOURCE H

At this point in the book,

~ Cromwell has invaded Ireland and

" attacked the towns of Drogheda
and Wexford.

What happened at
* Drogheda?

o What happened at Wexford?

o How accurate do you think
., this account is? Note - there are

other accounts of the massacres

, happening, not least from

" Cromwell himself.

B . Assuming that this source is
14 accurate, why do you think
- Cromwell acted in this way?

o Why would Cromwell’s
soldiers have acted in the way that
they did?

o What message would these
massacres send to the other Irish
and royalist rebels?
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i Bethel, S. The world's mistake in

l 4 Oliver Cromwell; or, A short political

3 discourse, shewing that Cromwell's

% mal-administration, (during his four

years, and nine moneths pretended
: protectorship,) layed the foundation

" of our present condition, in the

decay of trade. London, Printed in
_ the year 1668. Routh 67.F.12/7

This work, also published years into
Charles II's reign, completely
denigrates the character of
Cromwell, presenting him as
dishonest and a disaster for the
country as a whole.

Pages 2 and 3

. What are the three main
reasons why Cromwell was a bad
leader, according to this source?

. How and why did he damage
trade?

. Why do you think the author
takes the trouble to mention how
Cromwell was ‘idolized’, and called
the Protector by ‘some’?

° What successes are listed by
the author before Cromwell came to
power?

. How is Cromwell coming to
power described?

. What reasons are given for
Cromwell ruining all of the listed
opportunities he has when he comes
to power?

. What does Cromwell ruin for
England, according to this source?

. Why did going to war with
Spain prove so disastrous?
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Pages 8 and 9

. What reason is given for
Cromwell invading Spanish-
controlled islands in the West
Indies (the Caribbean)?

. How does the author
condemn Cromwell’s actions?

o How are Cromwell’s
actions explained, especially
when viewed by ‘impartial
Judgement’?

. There are 5 bad
decisions made by, or blamed
on, Cromwell presented here -
what are they?

o How does the author
explain how Cromwell's debts

were lower than expected?

o How does Richard
Cromwell become the new Lord
Protector, according to this
source?
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Pages 12 and 13

o What is the
author’s opinion of John
Lilburne? Why do you
think he was so reviled by
the author?

o Note - John Lilburne
was a prominent

‘Leveller’: a radical group

that called for equality for
all before the law and a
vote for all men, amongst
other things. He was
imprisoned many times in
his life.

o How does the
author use the case of
John Lilburne to present
Cromwell as a dishonest
figure?

o Why does
Cromwell eventually
release Lilburne?

. What does Sir
Henry Vane do to attract
Cromwell’s anger,
according to this source?

o How does Cromwell
trick Sir Henry Vane?

. How does this
demonstrate Cromwell’s
dishonest character?
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Pages 14 and 15

. What is the purpose of
Cromwell’s dishonesty, according to
the author?

. How is Cromwell’s war with
Spain described?

o Why does Cromwell go to war
with Spain?

. How does Cromwell,
according to this source, attempt to
justify his war with Spain?

. How are Cromwell’s agents
described?

. Why does Cromwell’s plan to
create a reason to go to war with
Spain fail?

. What was Cromwell’s
reaction to his plan failing?

Page 15 and 16

. According to this source,

how did Cromwell encourage

disagreement between the army
and Parliament?

. What do you think were the
army’s main criticisms of
Parliament?

. How did Cromwell apparently
get away with lying to everyone?

. Why is Cromwell praised by
some people, according to this
source?

. Why is this praise
underserving, according to this
source?

. How does ‘his
Majesty’ (Charles Il) keep the
peace in England?
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Hume, D. The history of
England, from the
invasion of Julius Caesar
to the revolution in 1688.
A new edition, with the
author's last corrections
and improvements. To
which is prefixed, a short
account of his life,
written by himself.
London, printed for T.
Cadell, F.C. & J. Rivington,
J. Cuthell, Longman,
Hurst, Rees, Orme and
Brown, John Richardson,
J.M. Richardson [and 25
others in London and one
in Oxford], 1823. SC
02964 v.7

This is part of a general
history of England by the
famous philosopher David
Hume, written well over a
century after the events
covered in this section.
Here, Cromwell’s actions
in Ireland are once again
considered (note -
Drogheda is here referred
to as Tredah).

Page 170

o Why did the

commander at Drogheda
want to delay Cromwell’s
forces with a long siege?

. What happens
during the attack on
Drogheda?

What explanation is given for Cromwell’s actions?
Does Hume believe Cromwell’s arguments? Why?
Wexford also suffered a massacre - how does Hume explain Cromwell’s actions here?

Can Cromwell’s actions be justified? Why?
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Page 171

o How did Cromwell’s
army begin to suffer as the
campaign against the Irish
and the royalists wore on?

o Cromwell does have
some good news as he
marches around Ireland -
what is it?

. How does Cromwell
ultimately defeat the Irish/
royalist rebellion?

. How does Cromwell
remove thousands of
enemy soldiers?

o What does Hume
mean by ‘foreign service’?



CIVIL WAR AND NOR

The impact of the Civil War on North East
England

There were very few areas of Britain left unscarred by the Civil Wars—although most people never experienced a
battle, many would have seen food and other supplies taken by opposing armies, or experienced hardships created
by the extreme conditions. Many would have joined the armies, or read the pamphlets created to discredit the
opposing side.

The North East of England was no exception to this, and saw more than its fair share of conflict during this period,
owing to its closeness to Scotland, as well as the key port of Newcastle upon Tyne, with its access to the coal fields
of the region.

This economic importance was part of the reason why Scottish Covenanter forces occupied the North East during
the Second Bishop’s War from August 1640 until September 1641. During this time, the Scottish army extracted
money and resources from the North East to help pay for their army, as well as improve their own economy.

This extraction of money and supplies was repeated during the second Scottish occupation of the North East, this
time from January 1644, lasting until February 1647. On both of these occasions, widespread hardship was
reported throughout the region, as soldiers were often left unsupervised by senior officers. This meant that they
used force to secure food and lodgings from the local population. Making matters worse were the poor lines of
communication and supply, leading to some soldiers going without pay for months at a time. This could lead to
violent confrontations between the soldiers, their officers and local people (see source K).

However, not all of the interactions between the Scottish army and local people were violent. Parish records show
a number of baptisms with the father listed as being a member of the Scottish forces—sometimes named,
sometimes not (see source L). Some of these soldiers then seem to have settled in the area.

Between the two Scottish occupations, and especially at the outbreak of war in 1642, major settlements were
fortified in an attempt to maintain control over this area and its resources. Newcastle in particular saw much
alteration, turning the whole city into a fortress and increasing the number of soldiers stationed there.

All of this was to prove fruitless, however. After a siege lasting 8 months, Scottish forces breached the walls with
cannon in October 1644 (see source O). Added to this were many battles and skirmishes in the region as Scottish
and Royalist forces tried to out-manoeuvre each other and secure lines of communication and supply.

One final impact was a consequence of the Battle of Dunbar (see section above). Thousands of Scottish prisoners
were marched south, through the North East, stopping off at a variety of towns and cities along the way. Eventually
housed in the empty and disused Durham Cathedral, many went on to die of various diseases. Once ill, the
prisoners were housed in Durham Castle, with the dead being buried in mass graves on Palace Green.

The following section explores this impact further through the archives held at Palace Green Library.
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Bruce, J. (ed.) Calendar of state papers, domestic series, of the reign of Charles | 1625-[1649] preserved in
the...Public Record Office. London : Longman, 1858-97. 941 STA (DOM)

The Calendar of State Papers Domestic (CSPD) is a large collection of documents related to home affairs collected
and used by secretaries of state during the reign of a given monarch. They can be made up of reports, minutes of
meetings, committee agreements, letters, petitions, orders and much more besides and can relate to a wide
variety of issues the governments of the day were faced with.

As the English Civil War unfolded across the country, the CSPD covered a broad range of events, including those
directly affecting the North East of England - as the following examples, taken from volumes 16, 18, 20 and 21 of
the CSPD from the reign of Charles |, covering the years 1640 to 1648, show.

Page 540, from vol. 16 (1640)

o In the run-up to the Second Bishop’s War, what is the threat that the Covenanter army is making against
England?

o What is the main grievance the Covenanters have, according to this source?

o Do you think that this really was the main grievance, or could other complaints (such as religious

disagreement or taxes) be more important? Why?

o How do the Covenanters make sure that the English understand how close they are to war?

Page 43, from vol.18 (1641)
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o Charles | is die to leave for Scotland shortly after this was written - why couldn’t the Queen Mother begin
her journey? What does it mean by ‘indisposition’?

o What are the terms that the Covenanter army are demanding? Note - ‘L. on the end of a number refers to
pounds.
o Why could the Scottish army be so badly in arrears? Who would they need to pay so much money to?

o What ‘favour’ do they grant the English?
o How much money does the Scottish army owe Newcastle and the surrounding area?

o Do you think that the amounts of money being discussed here demonstrate that the North East of England
was valuable to Charles | and Parliament?

Page 100, from vol. 18 (1641)

o Was the withdrawal of the Covenanter army from Durham in August 1641 smooth? Why? What

happened?
o What was the disagreement about? Does this link in to the previous extract in this source?
o What kind of impression do you get of the Highlander soldiers? How do you think they were viewed by

their fellow soldiers?

Page 343, from vol. 18 (1642)

. Now that the English Civil War has started, what is this warrant from Charles | asking for? Note - remember,
Charles is speaking about himself in the third person.

. Why does Charles want the weapons to be sent to York or Newcastle? Does this show the importance of
Newcastle?

o Why would it not be safe to send weapons over land?

o Why does the Lieutenant of the Ordnance have to work in such secrecy?
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Page 367, vol. 18 (1642)

o Why is Charles | so keen to secure and reinforce Newcastle?
o How are his weapons and ammunition being moved about?

Page 453, vol. 18 (1643)

This extract is part of a list of instructions to Parliamentarian negotiators, sent to speak to Charles I. What
are these two points asking for?

o Why has Newcastle been singled out for special mention here?

Page 470, vol. 18 (1643)
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Page 470, vol. 18 (1643) cont.

What is the main complaint set out in this petition?
Who is the petition addressed to? Who else have the petitioners turned to for help?

What do the petitioners do once they assume that they have won their case? How are they stopped from
doing this?

How are the governor's soldiers behaving?

Do you think that this shows the breakdown in law and order in the North East during the English Civil War?

Page 162, vol. 20 (1644)

By this point, Newcastle has been taken by the Scottish army. What are the two immediate problems to be
dealt with?

How hard is it to find money in the area? What could be the effect of not paying the soldiers?
Why is it proving difficult to work closely with the Scottish leaders?

Which places are specifically mentioned as having Scottish troops quartered there?
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Page 174, vol. 20 (1644)

o What is the ongoing issue facing Durham in this letter? What might happen if it is not dealt with?

o What does the Scottish General of Artillery agree to do?
o Why can’t he move his own soldiers out from their current billets?
o Who is really in charge of things in Durham, according to this letter?

Page 289, vol. 20 (1645)

. Why has this letter between members of the Vane family (a wealthy landowning family in County Durham)
been delayed?

o What would be the wider impact on the people living in Durham of this issue?

. What other problems are facing the author?

o Does the author of the letter seem sympathetic to the plight of the tenants threatening to give up their
leases?
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Page 49, vol. 21 (1645)

What is the main concern of the Committee sitting at Brancepeth?
Why is the Committee not taking any action immediately? Who are they waiting for?
o What is specifically asked of the Scottish commander?

Page 517, vol. 21 (1647)

What type of message is this extract? Who is it from, and who is being addressed?
What is the main message of the order?

Why has the Scottish leader issued this order?

What would happen to any soldiers ignoring the order?

How does the Earl ensure that every soldier hears his message?
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Headlam, A. W. (ed.) The parish registers of St.
Oswald'’s, Durham : containing the baptisms,
marriages, and burials, from 1538 to 1751.
Durham, Thomas Caldcleugh, 1891. SC 11472

This source is a Victorian typed-up copy of the
original records from St. Oswald’s in Durham, and
shows a lesser-known aspect of the first Scottish
occupation of Durham and the North East of
England - the illegitimate children of the Scottish
soldiers and local women. The following are
examples from the Christenings lists between 1641
and 1643.

Page 96 (top - September to November 1641)

. Compare the description of the parents of
John Humes and Raiph Bruce. Why do you think
Raiph Bruce is ‘supposed’ to the child of his
parents?

. Are any clues offered to the type of
background these two Scottish soldiers came from?

. Looking at all three of the sources, was this
parish particularly wealthy? What sort of
occupations did people have?

Page 98 (middle - April 1642)

. Why do you think that no name is given for
the fathers to Isabell Forcer and John Rampshawe?

. How different could the prospects be for
these children?

Page 100 (bottom - March to July 1643)

. The Scottish army had left Durham by August
1641, so why are there still two Scottish men living
in Durham at the time? How has the description of
George Humes changed?
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W. R. Doing of the Scots in the Bishoprick
(An exact relation of the last newes from
the quarters of His Excellency, the Lord
Generall of the Scottish Army. Dated from
Sunderland March 12, 1643. Fully relating
every dayes passage, from their passing
over the river of Tine, their taking of
Sunderland, and a vast quantity of coales
appertaining to delinquents. With
propositions to the City of London for the
sending out shipping for coales from
thence : and sundry other proceedings of
that Army in their marching towards
Duresme, and in mannaging the siege
against Newcastle. From February 27 to
March 12. 1643). [London], 1644, Printed
for L. Blairlock (Newcastle : Reprinted by
M. A. Richardson ..., 1847). XL 942.8 REP/
HIS 2/1
This source is a Victorian reprint of a
pamphlet released by the Scottish
Covenanter army that had invaded the
North East of England (held by the
Royalists) in January 1644. Once again,
this pamphlet was intended to
demonstrate the righteousness of the
army’s cause, whilst also providing an
update of their latest progress.
Remember, as the new year at this point
started on March 25th, this pamphlet

actually records the Scottish invasion of
the North East of England that began in
January 1644.

Pages 9 and 10 - Preface

o What reason does the author give
for not writing this update sooner?

o Why is he keeping this message

short?
. What is his key message?
. What important resource has the Scottish army secured? Why is this so important?
. Who does the author intend to sell coal to? What is he willing to exchange for them?
. What are their next targets?
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Pages 12 and 13

o Why did the Scottish
army march towards
Sunderland?

o What particular feature
of Sunderland made it
important?

o Was it very difficult for
the Scottish army to take
Sunderland?

o Why do you think that
they decided to rest on the
Sunday, when they could have
attacked the enemy?

o What problems did the
army encounter on their march
from the River Tyne to
Sunderland?

o What problems might this
have caused the soldiers?

o How do they describe the
way that they secured supplies
for their army? Is this any
different to how the Scottish
army is described as behaving in
earlier sources?

o Why are there so few
allies for the Scottish army?

. What did their enemies do
on Wednesday 6th March? Why
did they act at that moment?

. How close together did
the two armies get?
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Pages 13 and 14

. How much closer were the
armies on the following day?

o Why did they not attack
one another?

o Did things stay completely
peaceful?

. What was the result of the
skirmishes mentioned?

o What did the prisoners they
took tell them?

o How did the potential battle
end?

o Why couldn’t the Scottish
army chase after the Royalist
army?

o Although there was no
battle, the two armies suffered
losses anyway - why?
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Anon. A declaration published in the Scots army,
proclaimed by order from General Leven at
Durham, May 13. 1646. With a declaration and
orders from the Estates of Scotland, dated at
Edenborough, May 8. concerning the King, and
those that repaire to him. With the heads of other
papers from Newcastle, concerning the manner of
His Majesties entertainment there ... With two
victories against the enemy in Scotland, two of
Colkissoths brothers slaine .... London : Printed for
Matthew Walbanck, May 21, 1646. XL 942.062 DEC

By this stage, King Charles | was a prisoner of the
Scottish army, which remained (for now) allied to
Parliament. However, the man in charge of the
Scots, General Leven, was faced with a problem -
Royalist supporters infiltrating his army, looking to
get close to the king and cause trouble. This order
was made by the occupying army at Durham.

Pages 4 and 5

o What actions are specifically forbidden by this
order?

o What are soldiers ordered to do if they
discover Royalists amongst their number?

. What is the main reason behind this,
according to the author?

o Royalists are then directly addressed - what
are they ordered to do?

o What must they first do, if they wish to
approach the Scottish army?

. How are these Royalists to be described, now
that this order has been issued?
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Pages 5 and 6

. Following on from the previous order,
what else is commanded in this next part?

. Why are individuals forbidden to receive
gifts, pensions or marks of honour from the
king?

. Why are they also forbidden to ask
nothing of the king except to help end the war
and settle the arguments over religion?

. What was the result of the Declaration
being published in Durham?

. How are the Royalists described?

. What was their supposed aim, according
to the author?

. How did the Royalists go about trying to
secure their aim?
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Lithgow, W. The siege of Newcastle. Newcastle :
printed by S. Hodgson ... for Emerson Charnley,
1820. Routh 50.K.15

William Lithgow was a Scottish traveller who
witnessed the siege of Newcastle (3 Feb 1644 — 21
Oct 1644), and the assault that ended it. The
following year, he published his account as a
pamphlet, of which the following source is a copy of
the original text.

Page 10

o This part explains how the Scottish army got
into position to lay siege to Newcastle - where was
this position?

o How did the Scots gain control of Gateshead?

. Once taken, what did the Scots go on to seize
from the defenders? How did they achieve this?

o What did the Scottish troops do once they
controlled the bridge?

. After this, what was set up opposite
Newcastle?

. What were the cannons used for?
Page 13

. What actions did the defenders take to
weaken the attacking army?

o How did the defenders get out of the city to
attack the Scots?

. What was the result of these attacks?
Page 15

o This passage describes the defences of
Newcastle - how have these defences been
reinforced?

o What measures have been taken against
people climbing the walls with ladders (‘scalleting’)?

. Were these counter-measures easy to use?

o How have the defenders made sure that they
won't be shot at while firing at the Scots?
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Page 16

. What extra fortification was provided on
Newcastle’s northeast side?

. What was Sheiffield Fort made from?

. How were the bulwarks on each corner
reinforced?

. How did the defenders plan to stop people
climbing up the walls?

. What do you think ‘Courts du guard’ are?
Page 19

. Lord Calendar was one of the Scottish
commanders - how is he described here?

. What tasks did he take care to do himself?

. What the ‘Mynes’ being used for as part of this
siege?

. How did he maintain his soldiers’ morale?
Page 20

. What order did Lord Lieutenant General Baillie
give on the 29th September?

. How long did it take to knock a hole in the
walls of Newcastle? Does this length of time surprise
you?

. How big a hole in the wall did the cannons
create?

. Why did this give ‘great encouragement to our
Armye’?
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Page 21 and 22

. What was happening behind the walls of
Newcastle?

. How were people based in the city coping with
the siege? What were conditions like?

. How did the people in charge try to raise the
spirits of the people of Newcastle?

. What is the author’s opinion of John Marley,
the Mayor of Newcastle? How does he describe
him?

. How is the Mayor’s style of ruling described?

. Why do you think the Mayor read out in public
the letters he wrote to the Scottish general, but not
the general’s replies?

. What was the effect of the Mayor not reading
out the Scottish general’s replies?

. What reason is given for the Mayor lying to
the people of Newcastle?

. Do you think that this excuse sounds accurate
at all?

. What did the Scottish commanders offer the
defenders five weeks before the end of the siege?

. Why wasn’t this offer taken up?
Page 24 (bottom)

. Shortly before the Scottish troops attacked the
city, what were the officers doing?

. Why were they doing this?

. Why do you think they needed to decide on
who would lead the attacks in this way?
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Page 25

o What does the author mean by ‘Mynes were
sprung’?

o Where were the mines sprung? What might
the effect of these be?

o Were there any other mines?

o How else did the Scottish army get past the
walls?

. How difficult was the assault for the soldiers?
Was it the same across the city?

o Was there any particular part of the defences
that were harder to attack?

o Why would some parts be easier to assault?

o What weapons did the defenders use against
the Scottish troops?

. Which weapon was most effective?
Page 27

. At this point, the author pauses his narrative
to go into detail about the nature of the fighting -
how does he describe the battle?

o Do you think that the author has experience of
battle himself?

. How is each weapon described?

. Does this scene match your preconceptions
about what the battle would have been like?

o This extract continues onto page 28 below
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Page 28

. The author presents a violent scene as the
battle unfolds through the streets of Newcastle. Do
you think he approves of the violence?

. Why would the author describe the setting of
a house on fire as ‘meritorious’?

. Does the author have much sympathy for the
city of Newcastle?

. What prevented the entire city going up in
flames?

Page 29 and 30

. This passage picks up once one regiment of
Scots has entered the city. How did they advance
along through the streets?

. What were other regiments ordered to do?

. What happened when the Scots reached the
Sandhill?

. How are the beaten defenders described?
. Where did the defenders retreat to?

. Once surrounded, what did the defenders do?
Did they all react the same way to being defeated?

. What did the Mayor of Newcastle do once the
city was defeated?

. Why did the defenders fly a red flag during the
siege and battle?

. This passage continues below.
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Page 30 and 31

. What did Earl Calendar (the Scottish
commander) do when he won the assault on
Newcastle?

. Why would the inhabitants of Newcastle be
grateful towards the Scottish commander?

. Does the author approve of the Earl Calendar’s
mercy?

. What did the Scottish army do once the battle
was over?

. How long were they permitted to plunder the
city for?
. Do you think that this seems merciful?

. Was the plundering of Newcastle particularly
effective? Why?

. What sort of objects were plundered by the
soldiers?

. What did the Scottish officers do?

. Does the author approve of how the officers
behaved? What is his opinion of the wealthy citizens
of Newcastle?

. What does the author think the officers
should have done?

. Why does the author firmly believe that the
soldiers had the right to plunder the city
completely?
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Great Britain, Army. The copy of a letter printed
at New-Castle, July the 6, 1647. Sent from the
Adjutators of the army under His Excellence Sir

Thomas Fairfax, unto their fellow-souldiers in the
garrisons of New-Castle and Timmouth ....
London : Printed for Tho. Vere ..., [1647]. XL
942.062 ARM

By 1647, Parliament was looking to invade Ireland
with a fresh army, intending to disband the New
Model Army first. This was despite the fact that:

A)  the New Model Army had just won the Civil
War for Parliament, and

B) Many of the soldiers hadn’t been paid for
months, and were owed large sums of money.

Needless to say, the soldiers weren’t impressed,
and a group known as Agitators began to push for
pay and reforms. In response, Parliament
branded them ‘enemies of the state’. This
pamphlet from the Agitators was printed in the
midst of the national crisis, and is targeted
specifically at those troops holding Newcastle.

Pages 2,3 and 4

o Why do you think the authors felt that they
had to so clearly lay out their intentions?

o What are the key intentions of the
Agitators? Were there any that you found
unexpected, considering that these came from
rebellious Parliamentarian soldiers?

. What would they then be happy to do once
their aims have been achieved?

. What does the first of three key pieces of
advice say?

o Why do you think they chose this as the
first piece of advice?

o What can you imply from the fact that the
soldiers have to be told to not get discouraged?
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Pages 4 and 5
o What is the second piece of advice?

o Does this suggest that commands, real or
not, are circulating from other sources?

o Who are the soldiers told to only listen to?
o What is the third piece of advice?

o Why have they published these pieces of
advice in this order?

. How do the authors reassure the soldiers
that they will try their hardest to secure their
demands?




GLOSSARY

Glossary

Anglicanism: The branch of Protestantism ruled over by the king or queen of England; at the time of the English
Civil War, this was seen as retaining many ceremonies and traditions of Catholicism.

Bishop’s Wars: The two wars fought between Scottish Covenanters and English forces over the amount of control
the king should have over Scottish religious affairs; there were, however, other reasons, such as the economy and
taxation.

Book of Common Prayer: The official prayer book for use in churches, as ordered by the king - and therefore
Anglican in style.

Catholicism: The oldest branch of Christianity, ruled over by the Pope, based in the Vatican City in Rome. By the
English Civil War, it had been rejected by the monarchy and the vast majority of the nobility of England and
Scotland, though it retained a majority following in Ireland.

Commonwealth of England: The term used for the republic established in England from the execution of Charles |
in 1649, through to Oliver Cromwell becoming the Lord Protector of England in 1653.

Council of State: A group of mainly army officers sympathetic to Oliver Cromwell who ruled England from Charles
I’'s execution in 1649, through to Oliver Cromwell becoming the Lord Protector of England in 1653. After this, it
became more of an advisory council to Cromwell.

Covenanters: A popular movement based in Scotland, of people who had signed up to the National Covenant (see
below). Later made an alliance with Parliamentarian forces and helped to defeat Charles I, but later switched sides
in support of Charles II.

Dean and Chapter of Durham Cathedral: Durham Cathedral is governed by the Chapter (a group of clerics), led by
the Dean.

General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland: The highest court of the Kirk of Scotland (see below), made up of
ministers or elders of each area of Scotland. Meets each year in May to discuss, amend and make church laws.

Indentured servants: Individuals, often poor, who worked for four to seven years in the American colonies in
return for their travel across the Atlantic, accommodation and freedom dues (an amount of money or goods paid
upon completion of their term). Although they had some rights, generally speaking, life as an indentured servant
was hard.

Kirk of Scotland: The Presbyterian (see below) national church of Scotland.

Levellers: A group of radicals from the second half of the 1640’s, who advocated for equality before the law for all,
more religious tolerance and much wider voting rights, as well as a government that answered to the people, not
the king. Leading figures in this movement include John Lilburne (see Source I) and Richard Overton. Note - the
term ‘Leveller’ was given to them by their opponents, who accused them of being far more radical than they were.

Lord Protector: A post taken up by Cromwell (for life) on 16th December 1653, giving him much of the same
powers as a king, but without the royal associations.
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National Covenant: Document signed at Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh, on 28th February 1638, by noblemen and
clergy. Later copied and distributed throughout Scotland for signing by large numbers of people, who became
known as ‘Covenanters’. This document sought to defend Presbyterianism from perceived attacks from the king,
Catholics and Anglicans. It also aimed to set up a Scottish Parliament, free of Charles I’s interference, and to get rid
of bishops from Scotland - they were seen as interfering with individuals’ connection to God.

Pamphlet: A small and brief printed booklet, especially popular in the 17th century, as they could be quickly and
cheaply printed and sold widely. Easy to make, they made it straightforward to share and debate ideas and
opinions.

Parliament: Provided advice and council to the king, as well as deciding on laws and taxes, although under the
heavy control of the king before the Civil Wars began. During the Wars, formed the main focus of opposition to
Charles I.

Presbyterianism: A branch of the Scottish church governed by assemblies of clergy and church elders. In this time
period, it was heavily influenced by Calvin and Knox, and was strictly Protestant in nature, believing that God was
the true head of the church, not the king. Therefore, the king couldn’t interfere with the church, or force it to
accept bishops chosen by him.

Protectorate: The term used for the rule of Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector from 1653, and of his son Richard
Cromwell, until his resignation in 1659.

Protestantism: Branches of Christianity that broke away from the Catholic Church following the Reformation.
Examples include Anglicanism and Presbyterianism.

Puritan: A type of English Protestant who believed that the Reformation had not gone far enough, and that
Christian worship and churches had to be made much simpler, as well as living by a strict moral code.
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